
Use this guide with your family to learn how 
God can help us be better friends.

PA R E N T  G U I D E

Preteen

First, watch 
this week’s 

video!

Friendship: 
using your 
words and 
actions to 

show others 
you care.

Memory Verse

“A friend loves at 
all times. They are 
there to help when 

trouble comes.”
Proverbs 17:17, NIrV

Bible Story

Elijah and Elisha
(1 Kings 19:14-21;
2 Kings 2:1-15)

Key Question

When has 
someone 

encouraged you?

Block Party:
Everyone’s Invited

W E E K  O F
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Talk about 
the Bible Story
When has someone encouraged 
you? What did they do? 

Tell me about a time when you 
encouraged someone else. What 
did you do?

How could you benefit from 
having friends who are older than 
you? 

What about younger friends? 
Who’s someone younger that you 
could encourage? 

Why does it sometimes feel 
awkward to use our words to 
encourage our friends?

What would make it easier to 
encourage our friends?

Prayer
Use this prayer as a guide, either 
after talking about the Bible 
story or sometime before bed 
tonight:
 
“God, thank You for always being 
the kind of Friend to us that 
Elijah was to Elisha. You love us 
and encourage us through the 
words in the Bible, and You also 
encourage us through the people 
You’ve placed in our lives. Please 
help us to be the kind of friends 
who encourage others. We love 
You! Amen.”

Activity 
Elijah or Elisha?

What You Need

Two sheets of paper and something to write with 

What You Do

On one sheet of paper, write Elijah in large letters. On 
the other, write Elisha. (If you have more than one child 
playing the game, make a set of signs for each child. Enlist 
their help if they have neat enough handwriting!)

Tell your child that you’re going to play a game. You’ll read 
a fact from the story today. If it’s a fact about Elijah, they 
hold up the Elijah sign. If it’s a fact about Elisha, they hold 
up the Elisha sign. 

As you read the facts below, let your child(ren) guess 
before telling them the correct answer.  

 � He did amazing things through God’s power, and 
God sent him to choose was sent to anoint the 
other. (Elijah)

 � He was plowing a field when the other came to 
find him. (Elisha)

 � He kissed his father and mother goodbye and 
followed the other. (Elisha) 

 �   He told the other to “stay here” because God had 
called him to Bethel. (Elijah)

 � He said, “I won’t leave you.” (This happened 
several times.) (Elisha)

 � He took his coat, rolled it up, and struck the 
water with it. The water divided to the right and 
to the left, and the two of them crossed over on 
dry ground. (Elijah)

 � He said the other was like a father to him. (Elisha)
 � God took him up to heaven in a chariot of fire. 

(Elijah)
 � After his friend had been taken to heaven, he 

rolled up his friend’s coat and struck the water 
with it again, and the water divided and he walked 
on dry ground again—but this time he was alone. 
(Elisha)
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